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Great & the Lord, and greath to be praiſed 5 


_ 


and bis Greatneſs is wnſearchable. 
neren! 
ART of the greatneſs of the Lord 


A 15 laid before our bodily eyes. We 
need but open them, and look at- 


R round about us; and we ſhall be- 
bold and fee the admirable works 
of his almighty power and ſupreme wiſdom, 
which has appeared in the moſt eminent manner 
to aboverwo hundred generations. Then we need 
but open the eyes of our minds, and duly confi- 
der and reflect upon the concatenation or linkin 

together of every thing we behold and fee by theſe 


our inward eyes, and we ſhall be wrapped up with 
admiration at the ſight of the omnipotent and 


_tyzanſcendently wife Providence, that has kep 

linked together fo great variety of ſubjects conti- 
nually jarring one with another, the s 75 with 
darkneſs, the heat with cold, the production of a 
vaſt many things by the deſteuctloff of others, the 


ing us, we are Caving nearer and nearer towards 


” ther, 


i the end of this our life and the beginning of ano- 


Part of the erate 


neſs of the Lord 
laid before our 
bodily and men- 


tentively upward, downward, and dal Eyes. 


| ſucceſſion of days by the ceaſing of nights; teach-⸗ 


Fa A DISCOURSE N 1 
___ wherein there will be no darkneſs, b but = 


perpetual e 
Another part of Mok ROVER, mother part of the Lord's great: 
the Lord's Great- neſs is conveyed to our bodily ears. The refreſh- 
neſs is deal and ing and purifying winds; the gales filling up the 
mental eas, fails, and by their means driving ſhips to their de- 
| fired harbours ;” the ſtorms and tempeſts toſſing 

up and down, to and fro, the largeſt and heavieſt 


veſſels on the ſea; and at the ſame time blowing 


down upon earth, or tearing in pieces the largeſt 


trees, uncovering houſes, and laying ſome flat 
upon the ground, 


Tuxx we need but open the ears of our minds, 
and hearken to what is conveyed to them. The 
glorious and moſt comfortable promiſes, as well | 
as the diſmal and moſt frightful threatnings made 


to us by the Almighty,” his moſt benevolent acts, 
as well as his terrible ones. 


Other Parts of WE need but conſult our bodily taſte, ourſinell, 
the Lord's Great- 


neſs are perceived 


| by our bodily and der the great variety of their pleaſing and diſagreey 
mel, and Each, Able objects, the ones to reward and make us hap: 
5 Py, and the others to . and render us mi- 
| ſerable. 
THEN we need but reflect upon our . or 


ſpiritual taſte, ſmell, and feeling, and the vaſt 


| 


variety of their ſu itable objects, ſome to refreſh 
8 and chear our minds, and others to annoy and at- 
flict them. 


Theſe thingspon= AFTER we have conliclersd theſe few ings, | 


dered upon, in- 


auce us to praiſe, among an infinite number of. others; then let 


extol, and adore view and admire, praiſe and adore the greatnehs | 


the Greathels of 


the Lord, of the Lord; let us extol and magnify it. And 


indeed we hive all the reaſon, all the motives in 


the world fo to do; eſpecially if we will but dwell F 


upon theſe divinely inſpired words. The eyes of 
Pram exlv. 15, all wait upon, or look. unto thee, O Lord; and thou 
ps 2 them their meat in due 77 7. 2 openeſt 


thine 


and our feeling, and we ſhall perceive with won- | 


ö 


V. 4 
* 


+ 
5 
YM 


at 


the wonderful Greatneſs of the Lord, c. 5 
_ thine hand, and ſatisfieft the defires of every living 


thing. Theeyes of all look unto thee. Now what a 
prodigious number of eyes have looked from the 


beginning of the world till now; and what a vaſt 
number of eyes look at preſent, and are to look 
as long as the ſun and moon endure, unto the 


Lord for their various ſubſiſtence, their different 


increaſe, and their peculiar conveniencies. Great 


% ũ ͤ¶ ͤͤAwi . ³˙ m . TL. 2 
Tou openeſt thine hand. Oh! what a wonder- How powerful, 


| ; 3 £C, wiſe, and bounti- 
ful hand, to be able to provide for ſo immenſe te hend orf 


number of different creatures! Oh! what wiſe che Lord is! 


hand, that is able to give proper diſpoſitions to all 
ſorts of them for their multiplication! Oh! what 
powerful and wiſe hand, to prepare proper conve- 


- Niencies for each of their ſpecies! Oh! what boun- 


tiful hand, that knows how, and is willing to ſa- 

tisfy the deſire of every living thing! Great is 

the. Tord, and greatly to be praiſed! - | 

Bur what is all which I have mentioned, in het has been 
compariſon of what the Lord does in the heavens, v0 be compared to 
and all over the whole univerſe? This we are al- what Go » does 


in the heavens, 


together ignorant of, and is greatly above our aud all over the 


preſent apprehenſion. Only this we may be ſure whole univerſe. 
of, that what is tranſacted therein, is agreeable 
and conformable to the omnipotency and the ſu- 


preme wiſdom of Gop, who has made the earth by Jer. li. 16. 


his power, lays Jeremiah, who has eſtabliſhed the 
world by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretched out the hea- 
ven by his underſtauding. However, the viſible 
world and the inviſible one, I mean the world that 


I Urikes our outward bodily ſenſes, and the world 
that affects our inward and ſpiritual ones, the ſouls 


that act upon one another, the Divine SeirIT 


| that operates in them, and the Angelic ones that 


move them, are fully ſufficient in this our preſent 
ſtate, to give us notions of the Lord's Greatneſs, 


ſuitable to that ſtate of ours. | 5 
5 | A 3. Tuus 


We are very far 
from being able to 


AIS OURS REH 
Tuus far it is neceſſary we ſhould be acquainted 
with the Greatneſs of the Lord, that He may be 


greatly praiſed by us; greatly, that is, to the ut- 


praiſe the Lodas WE are very far from being able to praiſe HM as 
roy holy Angels the holy Angels do, even as the righteous depart- 


We muſt praiſe 
the Lord accord- 
ing to our ſeveral 
: capacities. 


ed ſouls praiſe Him; and the Angels themſelves 
are very far from being able to praiſe the Lord 
as their ſuperiors. the Archangels, the Cherubins, 
and Seraphins do. The glory that reflects upon 


the praiſers of the Lord muſt be proportionable to 


their capacities, and their capacities are adequate 
to the ranks, to the excellencies, to the digni- 
ties to which they are raiſed by their great Lord. 


As here below amongſt us men, ſome are much 


abler to praiſe the Lord, and ſo to bear the glory 
reflected from their praiſing Him, than others: For 


inſtance, men of a liberal education, of a great 


knowledge, of nobler fouls than others, are un- 


doubtedly more able to raiſe the praiſes of the 
Lord higher, and conſequently, to enjoy the glo- 
ry of it more than thoſe who have not had rhat 


education, who have not obtained that know- 


ledge, and are not bleſſed with fo noble ſouls. 
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"AY 1 intelligent ns rational — 13 
the higheſt to the loweſt, are bound in du- 
the Lord according to their ſeveral 


ty to 


of tea Ne 7 


All rational crea- 

tures are obliged 
to praiſe the Lord 
as much as they 


Alge from the doing of it proceed not only 
an adequate glory, but alſo a proportionable — | 


licity for their rewards z not only ſuitable com- 
mendations from: their great Lord (the greateſt 


glory 4 can poſſibly enjoy) but alſo ſuitable 


his inexhauſtible bounty. But af- 
ter all the * efforts the ſublimeſt created 
trits can poſſibly make, they are far, immenſely 
„from being able to give the Lord his = 
praiſes: The reaſon thereof is evident, and men- 
tioned by David, it is becauſe * eee ts 
#nſearchable. ; 
WIXAx of it is e by us i even = 
all the glorified ſpirits, is not comparable to his 
eſſential GREATNESSNH; it can receive from them 


but a little part of its due praiſes; and ſo let one prum cuv. 45, 


ane praiſe his works to another, and declare 6. 7. 


mighty acts; let us ſpeak of the glorious bonour of = 
3 and of bis wondrous works; let men 
ſpeak 75 the might of bis terrible afts—and ing of 


i . : Let all his angels, and 2 bis * * 2, 


heaven of heavens, praiſe the name of the © 


1 Lord, they cannat praiſe Him ſufficiently; they 


can give Him but 2 little, very little part of his 
rok prailes,- becauſe his EG 15 unſearch- 


Iris hi & am now. going to demonſtrate by 
ſama inſtances. a 
FiRsr, let us conſider the GREATNESS of. his 


The Greatneſs of 
Gop's Kncw- 


Knowledge as well as we can. Indeed, let the ledge, 


ſublimeſt ſpirits conſider it as duly as they. are able 


to doʒ can they, and are we able to conceive and 


1 | compre- 
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an this kat RE that al ha: Sth 
thoughts, all the deſires, all the hopes, all the af- 
fections of every individual man, and of every t 
individual Angel, have been and ſhall be as well Iman 
known to the Divine Mind, as they are actually in th 
known at preſent. This cannot be denied, with- able 
out denying the eternal and infinite being of I treac 
Him, in whom we all live, move, or act, and fand 
have our own being or exiſtence. But alas! this pure 
unqueſtionable truth, far from being duly reflected 
upon, is removed from the minds of moſt men, 
which are taken up by other things; ſome indeed 
uſeful for the benefit of mankind, but moſt of 
them pernicious to themſelves, and fatal to their 
fellow creatures, and odious to their Creator. 
Now though this is perfectly known to the Divine 
Mind, yet his providence, inſtead of deſtroying 
ſuch perverſe people, preſerves them, and does | 
continually. pour his benefits upon them: : which | 
brings me, | 

| The Greztrcls of . OpECONDLY, to Yam 6 _ 3 un- 
N _ ee a6 ſearchable GREATNESS of his Loving-kindneſs and 
der Merc:es. tender Mercies, which we moſt: happily experi- 
ence, and very n feel: But can we conceive 
and apprehend them? No, far from it. The An- 
gels look into them, but all they can do is, to 
admire and wonder. In order to give ſome no- 
tions of Gop's Loving- kindneſs and tender Mer- 
_ cies towards us, let us ſuppoſe that any of us, 
even the beſt, the moſt benevolent, of a very for- 
giving temper, ſhould have a clear inſight in the | 
heart of his moſt perfidious, treacherous, and un- ” & 

_ grateful concealed enemy, and ſee therein the. | 
workings of his perfidy, treachery, ingratitude; Fir, 
J aſk, how he would be affected? If he find that add 
the greateſt indignation againſt him ſhould be Fhis t 
ſtirred up within his breaſt, he may eaſily per: fagre 
ceive how unconceivable and — be a 
| e 
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the Tet; had ih Mercies of Gov 


are towards men; eſpecially if he duly conſider, - 
hat in all generations the heart of every individual 
man has been, is actually, and ſhall be laid open 


Yin the fight of the Almighty. Now what deteſt- 

able diſſimulations, hypocriſies, perfidiouſneſs, 

Itreacheries and ingratitudes, have not grievouſly, 
Jand do not conſtantly offend his all- ſeeing, moſt 


pure eye? And yet, He not only bore, and bears, 


them, and does entertain, cheriſn them, and afford 


them innumerable Bleſſings, temporal and ſpiri- 


tual: He even continues to promiſe them a moſt 
happy and moſt glorious immortality, the inex- 


and has ſupported, and does ſupport them; but He 
alſo has entertained, cheriſhed them, and afforded 


hauſtible riches of heaven, if they will but have 


a filial fear of | offending Him, as good children 


I have of offending their affectionate parents; if 


they will but pay Him the little, exceedingly 
little tribute of their love, in return of his won- 


Iderful and amazing love for them. Great is the 


Lord, and greatly to be praiſed; and his greatneſs 5 
is unſearchable: it is paſt finding out. 


WIBAr prodigious blindneſs Hook men be ſtruck 


with, notwithſtanding the bright and admirable 
Jlight of the goſpel! What ſurpriſing incredulity 


muſt they not be poſſeſſed by, notwithſtanding the: ' 
moſt evident proofs of the GRRATNESS of the 


aſl: ſeeing eye of Go p? would he not anſwer me 


© | readily, with ſome reſentment for my queſtioning 
it, to be ſure he does? If to this enquiry I ſhould 


add theſe two, whether his life and converſation, 


his thoughts, deſires, hopes, and affections, are 


The prodigious 
blindneſs of men, 
and their ſurpriz- 
ing incredulity. 


Lon p, upon which all their preſent, future, and 
eternal welfare intirely depends. If I ſhould aſk. 
any man, whether he truly and really believes the 


agreeable" to his belief? and whether he would not 


be aſhamed to act and to ſpeak, to think, 


and hope as 10 Sn; oo 1 affected, and wh 
ſometimes greatly affected as he is for trifles; were 4 
8 known to good, judicious, grave, and diſcern- 
> great men? No doubt but he would be very 
mel emed ef ie. And what are the goodneſs, 
gravity, judiciouſneſs, and difeerriment of che 
greateſt of all men, in compi e righte 
ouſneſs, majeſty, wiſdom, and Piercing eye of: 
the greateſt of all beings, whoſe Grrarnuss i is: 
unſcrutable, infinitely n wings mew 4. / mes 


8 
8 E 0 T I © 0 * mn. 
1 E Lord is not only Great in Knowledge, | 
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The Greatneſs of 
ya aa in Goodneſs, and Merey, but alſo, 


n IRDLY, in Wiſdom, width: is ſufficiently Wi 
obvious to us when we will be attentive, though. | 
we be very ſhert-ſighred ; for with all our fearches; | 
and ſcrutinies, we can find out but very little of & 
it in compariſon of what it is in itſelf. However, | 
the work of mens redemption carried on in all Pf 
ages from the beginning of their creation to our 
time, and which is to be catried on to the laft age, | 
even to the laſt man, is full, and will be full of 
Vondrous events; for that this Wiſdom's grace 
has worked efficacioully all along, and will con- 
tinue to work thus in ſo innumerable multitudes | 
of ſouls and hearts of all nations and people, is 
amazing, and ſuch a GREATNESS as is n. | Toh 
ave . 
Tais we hall be in forne e ſenüble of 15 hi 
we duly confider what prudence and ſkill, what ; 

contrivances and cautions are required to perſuade. if 
our fellow creatures to do what is requiſite in or- uu 
der to ſeek peace and enſue it, to avoid miſchief, N 

and to Jour os err happineſs, to turn from evil & 

fa and to walk in the Paths of virtue. ie 
what 
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h. t is this: —— ee Wiſdom, . 
which by its efficacious grace has turned in all the 
.; paſt generations, and does turn in the preſent Se- 
Ineration, and will turn in all future gener A 
; Na vaſt number of various hearts, ſome addicted to 
5 ſuperſtition. and idolatry, others to avarice and 
 Kfilthy luere; ſome ſwayed by ambition, and the 
deſire of domineering over their fellow creatures, 
is their acquaintance and neighbours ; others bent 
n their ſelfiſh intereſt, and always ready to 
7 Serie the public good to it, and ſo gave for- 
= _—_— and give at this preſent time, way to their 
- Feafſe, conveniency, and ſelfiſhneſs, at the immi- 
ent hazard of their future and eternal welfare? 
e, What is it in compariſon of that ſupreme Wiſ« 
e that has framed, fitted, and Uiſpoſed i m times 
„ Ppaſt, and frames, contrives, fits, and diſpoſes at 
* preſent, and will frame, contrive, fit, and diſ- 
every thing in ſuch manner, as will be the 
Uf admiration of all intelligent and rational beings 
\ Fo all eternity, and will finally prove the glory 
all pf their ſovereign Lord, and their own feheity ?- 
Prat is the Lord, und greutiy to-be praiſed; and 
s Greatneſs is unſearchable! Of this we may be 
F | more and more fenfible, if we will but ponder 
upon and weigh according to our abilities 
 FoovxTHLy; the Greatneſs of his Power... hne Greatneſs of 
Wr all know, that with a few words, uttered * OR 
„is For fix days one after another, He has created and 
- chuſted this whole world, with all the great va- 
TY ny of vegetable, living, and rational creatures 
; 16 | _—_ it contains. Indeed when the buſineſs was 
ning the creation of man, more words were 
Gov then faid; Let us mike man in our Gen. i. 26. 
„ after our tikeneſs: and let them have dominion 
2 and over the fowl of the air, 
nd over Fhe catthe, and over the earth, and over 
y creeping thing that _ upon the _ 5 
8 iy 


> 


3 2 
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12 A DISCOURSE. jo. | 


And no wonder, conſidering the excellency of that 
creature, endued with admirable faculties, and the | 
marvellous ſtrict union there is in man of matter 
and ſpirit, the preſent immortality of the one, 


and the future immortality of the other, when af 

they both ſhall be reunited for ever and ever, in Ide: 

arder to partake of the glory and of the felicity tha 

of Gop, which are now greatly above all we can ou 

conceive and comprehend. However, we may Ju 

praiſe the Lord's works, and declare his mighty of, 

acts to one another; which the mare we do, the ¶ do. 

more delighted we ſhall find ourſelves, the better G 

pleaſed our Maker will be; for it is for that pur- bie 

poſe He made them, that we may admire theſe 

| wonderful works as we are enjoying them. co 
h The Greatneſs 275 _ Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed; and tin 
a e l buy Greatneſs is unſearchable. It is ſo in every oh? ¶ the 
that affects our ject we ſee, in every ſound we hear, in every thing ¶ an, 
1 we touch, we ſmell, and taſte: The relation, fit- ¶ wh 
neſs, conformity, and agreeableneſs there is be- wit 

tween them and the organs of our ſenſes, cannot ple 

be ſufficiently admired; but they are all above dar tha 

preſent conception nd apprehenſion. - Jof 

Ir we reflect upon the conſtant diurnal and an- T tho 

nual motions of the earth, how great mult the wit 

ower be to move it! If we reflect upon the air, aft 

: por great muſt. be the power to make it ſtill and the 
gentle, when it is boiſterous and fiercel If we re- mo 


' flect upon the clouds, by which we are frequently ¶ anc 
bleſſed with refreſhing and profitable ſhowers, 
and ſometimes puniſhed by hail and lightnings, 
how great muſt be the power by which Ks. N 
directed! If we reflect upon the moon, the ſun, 

and the ſtars, how great muſt be the power to 
keep them within due bounds, to forward their 
happy influences, and to prevent the miſchiefs 
er me . were chen n not over- ruled! 5 


the wonderful Greatntſs of the Lord, &c. 13, 


. Anv what is that power in compariſon of the 

te | 4 >ower which has controlled and reſtrained from 

Ihe beginning of the world, and does controll 

ae, Wand reſtrain now, and will controll and reſtrain 

en till the day of the general Reſurrection of the 

m dead, the wicked men and evil ſpirits? What is 

tY Arhat power, in compariſon of that power which 

an. Your ſupreme Lord and Judge will exert at the laſt - 

aa Judgment, in the preſence of all the holy angels, 

ty of all men, and of all the devils? This tremen- 

dous power we ſhall behold and ſee then exerted. 

ter ¶ Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, and 

ur” bis Greatneſs is unſearchable. 

Bu r to ſpeak only of this our preſent time. The continual 

Could we ſee the innumerable dangers we are con- 8 e en 

tinually expoſed to, and delivered from; I call 4lvered from. 

ob- them innumerable, becauſe there has not been, 

ing and there is not an hour of this our life, but 

what has not incurred, and does incur, dangers 

be- with regard to our bodies and ſouls! Was Gov | 

mot ¶ pleaſed ſo to open our eyes as He did Gebaz?'s, 

our that we might ſee, as Eliſba's ſervant at the requeſt 

I of his maſter did then; how ſurprized and amazed 

an- ¶ ſhould we not be, to ſee ourſelves ſurrounded 

the with friends and foes! And how diſmayed and 

Ar. affrighted ſhould we not be, did we. not fee at 

and ¶ the ſame time, as Gehazi did, that our friends are 

re- more numerous and powerful than our fiends; 

oily ¶ and ſo that they are much abler to preſerve us, 

I than they to deſtroy us! Oh! could we ſee the 

3 and plots formed againſt us, the ſnares 

laid for us, and the great efforts exerted to undo 

n, ſus, with what zeal ſhould we not praiſe and glo- 

r toffrify our divine Defender and Protector! But 

air then our faith in Gop's Power and Wiſdom, in 

his Goodneſs and Mercy, ſhould have, if we did 

| wr = ſee theſe things, little or no room to exert itſelf. 

LN Dj Now i it is by | faith that we are to be admitted into 
the 
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Pſalm cxly. 13. 


Did we truly be- ; 


lieve that the 
Lord's dominion 
cndureth thro'- 
out all genera- 
tions, ſhould we 
live as we do ? 


the abode of the bleſſed, and afterwards i = : | 55 


moſt glorious kingdom of heaven, Pre 
us Kaen the foundation of the world. | 


SECTION Iv. 


that his dominion endureth throughout all generations. 


Do we believe this? O, yes, to be fure, will | 


every one who profeſſes to be a Chriſtian anſwer ; 


but if we truly believe it, how come we to live | FO 
in direct contradiction to our belief? If we believe EY; - 

ſincerely that tbe Lord's dominion endareth through- | 
cout all generations, how come we to live in ours 
as we do? | How can it be accounted for by our | 
conduct, behaviour, and converſation? Is it not | 
obvious to any attentive perſon, that moſt men 


FT Hus we ſee, in the deveſt manner, his Z 
 Gop's kingdom is an everlaſiing Kingdom, and Wl — 


among us really live and converſe as if they be- * 


lieved no Go p, no ſupreme Governor of the | 
world, no wife Director of events, no Searcher | bid 

of hearts, no Judge before whom they are to give . 
account of their ridiculous thou 
fires, vain hopes, raſh words, evil affections, lewd 


fooliſn de- 


lives, and finful deeds? Ir is indeed but too ob- 


vious: And that an attentive perſon, if he be a 
good charitable man, muſt be grieved to the| 


quick to behold and fee ſo many of his fellow 


creatures run counter to the government and the iſ 
direction of the divine providence. | 


IwII r only mention two inſtances, among 


a great many that could be produced. 


Do we not hear every day complaints relating F: 


to the government and the directions of the divine Bc 


Providence? Did ever the Iraelites murmur and 
complain more and oftner, than the Chriſtians 
actually do? Does not one complain of the want 
of rain, another of the need i 


fair weather, a 


third 


e ee of e & Ke. 2 


x | 15 ird of che cheapneſs of victuals, a fourth of their 
„ carneſs, a fifth of bis health, which he deſtroys 
E | bf indulging hicaſelf exceſſively, a ſixth of the 
* unequal diſtribution of riches, honours, digni- 
ties, of which he would make a pernicious uſe, 
L = he entruſted with them; a ſeventh becauſe 
„Ine does not ſucceed in his undertakings, never 
_ 3 conſidering whether they be according or contra- 
ry to the plan which the * wiſe providence of 
SS | Gov by ormed for the welfare of the whole ſo- 
| of mankind? _ 
Fass other inſtance which I ſhall mention is our The unthankful- 
FT | 0 for the en Deen, of a vaſt num- ger . e 
Aber of bleſſings, even of the moſt exquiſite de- ber of blefings 
ughts and pleaſures this world does ford, n 
cor and ſpiritual; as health, vigor, and 5 
E | ſtrength the freedom from chronical diſtempers, 
che gout, the rheumatiſm, the ſtone, the gravel, 
en and other terrible plagues of mankind; pes ſecu- 
7 Frity of our perſons and goods, attended with 
+ peace and quiet; ſound . ſleeps, the 
5 i tranquility 970 contentment of the mind; the op- 
| portunities of making one another happy by our 
intimacy and free hah ia by our commu- 
RT | 15 eee eee power our great Maker 
us to contribute to our mutual felicity; 
| 2 — of profeſſing openly our holy . 
7251 — of hearing and reading the word of Gon, the 
true enlivening food of our ſouls; our free acceſs 
at any time to Gop through our Lord Jzsvs 
a | 3 1 we. may lay before our heayen- 
ty Father all our needs and 1 deſires; our fre- 
„ uent admiſſion to the holy communion, in which 
eine e may partake of the ineſtimable benefits of 
© EF CunisT's redemption, of his ſufferings and death, 
ef his infinite merits and righteouſneſs, of his re- 
ny furrettion, aſcenſion into heaven, of his ſiting at 
: The — hand of his everlaſting Father's moſt 


glorious | 
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beter * eſty, at cinch he obtains our pardotl | 
r the continual faults we commit; He defends; | 
protects, and bleſſes his faithful ſervants; con- 
founds and baffles their enemies; enables them to 
reſiſt and to bring their efforts for their perdition 
to nought, and renders them in due time tune” 

hant. - = 
kk we did truly : Now if we did envy balicve' in Gon; if we aid 1 


believe in Gop, 


us phy e ſincerely put all our confidence in his Power and | 


a * va 0 "x # CO : 2 
ad : "s * IS 4 1 ES 2 1 o 9 I i 1 f N 


ſhould reſt ſatis- 
e e have performed our part, and have done what is 


on Him, for He required of us; ſhould we not reſt ſatisfied, and 
caresforus depend altogether upon the performance of our | 
omnipotent, moſt wiſe, heavenly Father, whoſe W 
Loving-kindneſs and tender Mercies for us are 
greatly above the tendereſt love and affection of 
any fathers and mothers for their moſt beloved 
children? Let us not therefore ſay and confeſs by | 
word of mouth, that we believe in Go p, the 
« Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” | 
and then belie ſhamefully what we have faid and | 
_ confeſſed; for Gop will not be mocked with im- 
punity, withour ſevere puniſhments. We have 
Mens difidence Had terrible examples of it recorded in the hiſtory | 
of Gon is fatal of all ages; we have particularly fearful inſtances 
$6 tham. from the beginning of this preſent age. Many are 
obvious in our great metropolis, i in our neighbour- 
hoods abroad and at home; but our unhappineſs 
is, that we paſs them over lightly; we ſeldom or 
never lay them to heart, till it is too late to pre- 
vent the miſchiefs which fall upon us, till we are 
overtaken by ſome judgment or other. Then in- 
deed ſome of us awake out of their lumber, and 
as the Ijraelites did, cry unto the Lord, who de- 


Alas! but too ſeldom. Too many return into 
their old ſinful courſes, and continue in them, till 
7.1 are in derade by ſome Puniſhment, 

G from 


done our part, ve Wiſdom, in his Goodneſs and Merc after we 0 


livers them. But does true amendment follow? iF 


om which when they are delivered by their cry- 
g unto the moſt High, they ſoon return into 
eir evil ways. Now I appeal, I will not ſay, 
di true ſincere Chriſtians, but only to men of 
ommon ſenſe and reaſon, whether this is to be- 
eve rightly in Gop? Is it not to believe only, 
Mat there is a GoD, as the Devils do, with fear 
Ind trembling, but not with returning to that 
le ſource of all happineſs and glory? Is it not 
d run with the eyes of their minds ſhut towards 
heir deſtruction, till they be ſtopt by ſome pu- 
iſnments; and ſoon after the puniſhments are 
Fraciouſly remitted, they ſhut their eyes again, 
Ind run again to the ſame end. O fatal effect of 
Me Old Man's working in human hearts! What 
the cure of that voluntary obſtinate blindneſs ? 
ere is but one, the efficacious divine Grace of- 
zred preſſingly and moſt graciouſly to us in the 
Poſpel, of which we may be all partakers. Thus 
oes it appear evidently, that great is the Lord, 
1 greatly to be praiſed, for his wonderful and 
mazing loving-kindneſs towards mankind. The 
eight and the depth, the length and the breadth 
f his GREATNESS are in truth unſearchable.— 
However, as the ſearch of it, ſuch as it can be, 
full of comfort, I will dwell more upon it that 
e may entertain as high notions of the Lord's 
WREATNESS, as we can reach in our preſent ſtate, 


ee ee KY. 


1 i 
| 8 "4 5 


8 


5 k _ «Scripture, is only by accommodation to 
de- Nur capacity. That tremendous, wonderful, moſt 
w? cred, and excellent name, is a compound of 
into w words, Je or Jab, that ſignifies eſſence . by 
Wxccllence, in the moſt tranſcendent degree, and 
ut of oppoſition to any other whatever, and 
go 1 HUiovab 


the wonderful Greatnifs of the Lord, & 17 


The only cure of 
voluntary blind. 
neſs, is Gop's 
Grace offered to 
us in the Goſpel, 


HE name Jzrovan, given to Him in The meaning of 


„ 94 D4SCOURSE:.; a. | 


ny that denotes an actual Being veſted by his | 

own nature with incomprehenſible perfections.— | 

Thus does that name give an idea or notion al 

Being neceſſary, independent, NPY and di 
en ſupreme. 3 

omg El is another name of the Lord; the inenningl 

5 of which is properly a Being that enlightens by Wap 

his own rays, or acts by his natural irradiation or} 

brightneſs; a notion borrowed from the manner 

with which the Sun enlightens, vivifies, and in- 

fluences, ſupports and cheriſhes, every thing in 

this material world. But how immenſely ſhort is 

that borrowed notion from the reality of hat it 

repreſents to us? that notion of the Lord's om- 

nipotence and omnipreſence, of his acting con- 

ftantly, without the leaſt interruption, upon both 

the material and ſpiritual beings, included in the 

immenſe univerſe. Great is the Lord, and greatij 

to be praiſed, and bis Greatneſs is altogether an- 

 ' ſearchable to any confiderable height and depth. 

3 A TH1RÞD name aſcribed to Gop, and nog 

; to Him alone, is Elobim. Interpreters derive iter 
from Elab, which ſignifies Oath, and they con 

clude from thence, that Elobim, which is in th 

plural number, denotes perſons bound among 
themſelves by an oath, or the ſtricteſt agreement 

which ſhews the plurality-of the divine Perſons 1 

and the ties within which, it is ſuppoſed, they ar 

reciprocally entered in order to preſerve, and ef 

Gen, i. 26. fectually to fave Man. Let us mate man in ou 

m. 22. image, after our likeneſs. Bebold man, ſays thi 

Lord God, is become as one of ws, to know gook 

and evil, In theſe two paſſages it is obſerved 

that the word Elohim is joined to a verb, and ti 

relative names in the plural number, which mani 

feſtly gives us to underſtand that the word Elchig 

| denores _ PRE 1. _ divine (26, wen 4 


8 


lr ah be nk a g we can much mda perfc 
conceive and apprehend infinite perfection, ter enisedus- 
| under the notion of three divine Perſons in one der che notion of 
Wdivine Nature, than we can under the notion of ſons, hive aw 
Wone ſingle Perfon. For inſtance, with regard to the notionof one, 
the divine perfect felicity, we are better able to | 
pprcehend it in ſame meaſure: by the means f 
three moſt gloriqus, all-ſufficient, and omnipotent 
Perſons, who, by an internal communication of 
in-Wthe ſame divine nature from one another, have 
inall three, from all eternity, rejoiced, and do re- 
f Joice, and will rejoice for ever and ever, in the 
it ſupreme felicity « each other : we are better able, 
n lay, to apprehend this in ſome meaſure, than if 
con- ¶ we were wrongfully prepoſſeſſed, that there is 
but one ſolitary divine perſon, to rejoice in him- 
Welt alone z this prepoſſeſſion has been the caſe of 
/ wol men in all ages; wherefore we cannot ſuffi- 
Sciently bleſs and glorify Gop, for having been 
1 zraciouſly pleaſed to reveal unto us ſo reat, ſo 
1 — ſo comfortable a myſtery, the myſ- 
ery of the moſt glorious, moſt holy, and moſt 
vleſſed, for ever bleſſed Trinity. 
WäXòEN Gop ſent Maſes to the children „ 
81a}, and Moſes aſked Him what he ſhould an- g, of fle 
wer them, when they ſhould ſay unto him, bat name, who he 
„ the name of him that ſent thee ? The reply was glühend. 
Wrhis, I am wha I am: ſay unto them, I aM has ing. 
ſeut mne unto you; that is, He, Who alone neceſ- 
carily exiſts; who alone is ſelf-exiſtent, whoalone al- 
s th ways was, and by whom alone the whole Univerſe _ 
55 Wand all the Beings which it includes, ſubſiſt and 
rvedare preſerved. He alone is abſolutely independent, 
tf and all other Beings whatſoever in heaven and 
f 3 earth, intirely depend upon his mere will 
nd pleaſure: as they are all the works of his 
wa and wiſdom, - — the objects of his bene- 
volence and care: ſo way al equally depend 12 


De 
. 


three divine per- 
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on Kunz none of them can ' poſſibly ſubüſt in 
their reſpective ſpheres, in r various klares, 


but 12 5 bis continued ſupport. © SID 

5 SECTION. VI. 1 
N (RE 4 T is the Tonk ns arvath 10 FR grajf [ 
lace of Gop's ſu- ed, and his Greatmſs 15 unſear chable. - The 


e Ws whole univerſe, in compariſon of which this world 
| of ours is but one part, even a ſmall part; the 
whole univerſe, I ſay, is the palace of his ſupreme iſ 
Majeſty, and all the ſpacious heavens are only as 
a canopy over his tremendous and moſt- glorious 
throne. ' Oh! let us do as king David did, call 
upon our ſouls, and bid them ſtir up themſelves Whi 
in order to praiſe, extol, adore, and glorify the | 
greatneſs of the Lord. Let us endeavour to | 
make the greatneſs of his wonderful power, of 
his admirable - wiſdom, of his amazing love for 
all his creatures, and of his unſpeakable bounty 
IRE towards them, known; that we may all bleſs and | 
The wont of. Magnify his great Nau. But alas! as the ut- 
infinitely below moſt of our endeavours, and the higheſt of our 
ks geanch. thoughts are infinitely below his greatneſs; ſo are 
| they infinitely too low to expreſs the glorious | 
| honour of his Majeſty, and duly to praiſe Hr. | 
However, let us do it according to our ſeveral | 
abilities, and He will moſt graciouſly accept of 
our fincere-efforts, ſuch as they are, and reward 
them above all we can conceive and apprehend. 
The wonderful To make any reaſonable men ſenſible of thig, | 
bounty). I defire them duly to obſerve, how gteat the 
7 bounty of the Lord muſt needs be, ſince the very 
earth, the habitation of very ungrateful creatures 
and grievous ſinners, is full of his riches; ſince it 
actually contains immenſe treaſures of delights to 
for all our ſenſes, for our fight, hearing, -taſte, rer 
imell, and touch, whom we are in health; and of Weſc 


* EY 


7 efs of the: I. 4. &c. . FN . 
emedies, when we are afflicted with illneſs. In 
order to have ſome tolerable notions of theſe 
iches with which the earth abounds, let us con- 
ider not only the vaſt number of people in all 
Fountries that have been, that are, and ſhall be 


aaintained and cheriſhed by them, according to 
/ heir ſeveral circumſtances and conſtitutions; but 


lo the innumerable multitude of all forts of liv- 
ng creatures, that find in it the ſeveral foods pro- , © 
per for their ſeveral natures and taſtes. The eyes Pam ar. 15, 

bf all, ſays the royal prophet, wait upon thee, O 

Lord, and thou giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon. 

bou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieft the defere of 

very living thing. But I need not dwell upon 

his, for every day we all partake of theſe riches, 

ome in greater, ſome in leſs plenty, as the per- 

ectly wiſe Providence judges it moſt fitting for the 

ood and welfare of mankind in general, and of 

ach perſon in particular; and we perceive, that 

| beaſts, flying creatures, and creeping things, 

ave their proper habitations, nouriſhments, and 

— Ran ve 
Now if the earth, the habitation of very cor- If the earth, the 


-our 

> are upt, perverſe, and ungrateful men, of vile, mean, 5 D 
ious Ind deſpicable creatures in our eyes, be full of pon - 
Ir. Ihe Lord's riches, we may eaſily judge of his bow immens 


menſe treaſures for the pure and holy ſpirits in treaſures muſt 
zeaven, for the righteous ſouls, his faithful ſer- „en for the holy 


ants departed, in the abode of the bleſſed ; for Angels, and for 


e righteous 


oſe who ſhall be ſo happy as to find themſelves. puls in the abode 


this, After the general Reſurrection, and at the univer- of the bleſſed, | 

t the Wal Judgement, at the right hand of the beloved che Eingdam er 

very Won of Gop, the ſupreme Judge of Men and Gov, for then 
= 3 3 8 | enjoy to 

tures angels, in the kingdom of Gop. But as ge etemity! 

nce it Math not ſeen, nor tar heard, neither have entered 

ights to the . heart of man, the things which God hath 

taſte, 2 for tbem that love him, they cannot be 

nd of Weſcribed. They are far above all we can ima- 

eme 5 1 


B3 e 
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18 and conceive; in our very low way of thinks 
ing. However, we ſhall moſt happily experience, 
and moſt delightfully feel, what perbapk ſhall be 
ſtill ineffable, above all expreſſions and deſerip- 
tions, though our faculties ſhall be N in. 
Ereaſed and kh ORETE 5 


5 SECTION vl. 


Plalm dv. 24+ 0 Lord, low manifold are thy works ! in wif 
dom baſt thou made them all: the earth is full 
How obvious the of thy Fiches. The wiſdom of the Lord is ſo ob- 
Ln. the yious, that unleſs men ſhut the eyes of their minds 
| purpoſely, and they be induſtrious to keep them 

very cloſe, unleſs they are beſotted and become 


quite. ſtupid, they muſt neceſſarily behold and 


perceive the greatneſs of the Lord's wiſdom in 
the works which they ſee daily with their bodily 
eyes, and in all the objects that are adapted, and 
| do relate to their ſenſes; the hearing, the touch, 
Pal, zix. 1, 2,3. the taſte, the ſmell. 'The beavens declare the glory 
| e God, ſays the royal propher, and the firmament 
fheweth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth 
ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth knowledge: there 
7s no ſpeech nor language where their voice is not 
| beard, to proclaim his marvellous wiſdom. 
The admirable WE need but reflect upon the conſtant and ad- 
e of tho mirable regularity of the motions of the Earth 
of the Earth and and Moon, abſolutely neceſſary for the preſerva- 
rea of tha tion and the well- being of all living creatures. 
_ wiſdom, - Theſe moſt ſwift motions of theirs have congi- 
nued from the creation of the world, in order to 
make 5 the ſky above us and the ſky 


below us, (both the Hemiſpheres round about the 


Farth) partakers of the light and influences of 
the Sun and Moon. Had they ceaſed never ſo 
little a time, what * What miſchiefs, had 
not enfued'? . N 

TOE. = Lan 


HH am, 0 Ao. © 


G. A ond 2 


© eng 
— 


che wonderful Greatneſugf the Lard, &c. 


Lr us, conſider. here the Sun and the Moon, 


and dwell a little upon them. Were the Sun, 


that prodigious fiery globe, at a greater. or a leſs 
diſtance from the Earth, the effects thereof would 


Earth, 


be theſe, either we ſhould want light and heat, 


or we ſhould have too much of each; either cold 
or heat would be fatal to us. 
larger and nearer, it would deſtroy both inhabi- 
tants and habitation. Were it leſs or farther off, 
a due influence and a vivifying power would be 
wanting ; and ſo we, and all living and vegetable 


creatures, would be faint, and languiſhing, and 


Were the Sun ſhll 


die. But its diſtance and largeneſs are ſo wiſely 
contrived, that its light and warmth are agreeable. 


to the ſeveral conſtitutions, and conducive to the 
welfare of the different inhabitants of the earth, 


its rays duly warm, cheriſh, and vivify their bo- 
dies, as well as the animals and plants created for 
their ſeveral uſes. _ 1 


Nov, who but an all- wiſe Being has made the 
Sun of ſo fit a ſize, and ſet it at ſo proper a diſ- 
tance? who has ſo directed the motions of the 
earth about it, that its light and warmth, at cer- 


of? the viciſſitudes of day and night, and the dif- 
ferent ſeaſons of the year, do conſtantly ſucceed 


tain preciſe times, never fail the inhabitants there- 


one another. Though the earth ſwim in a fluid 


matter, yet it does not deviate from its uſual 
courſe, but keeps conſtantly in it, and by theſe 
means brings on to all its different parts the pro- 


per ſeaſons, in which its fruits, neceſſary for the 


bliſtence of men and animals, grow and ripen. 


© Every fortnight the Moon ſupplies in both 


Hemiſpheres the office of the Sun when it is ab- 


ſent, by reflecting the light, which it has received 


from it. Who does not then ſee plainly in the 


regular courſe of the Earth and of the Moon, 


which have continued __ ſix thouſand years, and 


2 | 
i 
OY 


So is the juſt or 
proper diſtance of 
the Sun and 
Moon from the - 


Jer. li. 15. ; 
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in their wonderful order, upon which the FO 
vation and welfare of men depend, who does not 
perceive clearly that an omnipotent and all- wiſe 
Being is the director of their wonderful motions, 
the contriver of the admirable order wherein they 
are, that he has made the earth by his power, and 
eſtabliſbed the world by his wiſdom, and ſtretched out 
the beavens- by his underſtanding, ſays Jeremiah. - 


Oh! let us therefore praiſe and admire the mar- 


vellous greatneſs of his wiſdom and bounty; and 


Pfalm evi. 2, with the Pſalmiſt, give thanks: unto the. God of 


3, 5» 6, 7, 8, 9 


The admirab'e 


nature and uſe- 
Falneſs of tl. e 


Air. 


Gods, .the. Lord of Lords, who by bis wiſdom hath 


made the heavens, and fireiched out the earth above 
the waters, and made great lights, the ſun to rule 
by. day, the moon and the uw to rule a een for 


Eis mercy endureth for ever. 


Bes1nxs theſe. ee 3 of the diving 
wiſdom above, if we bring down our eyes, and 


view our Atmoſphere, and duly ponder upon that 


region round about the earth, we ſhall perceive a 


vwonderful contrivance, and find other ere * 


aer of the greateſt: wiſdom. 


SECTION VII. 


\H E nature obs the Air is ſoch char z it fup= 


ports the clouds, and by its motion carries 
rain contained in chem from place to place, and 
cauſes it to drop upon the earth, which is re- 
freſned thereby, and grows productive. It is 
ſuch that it receives within itſelf what occaſions 
winds, which prevents its ſtagnation, that would 


be pernicious to all living creatures; and it fa- 


vours the correſpondence and the trade, which 
diſtant nations have with one another. It is ſuch 
that hy its elaſticity or ſpring, it makes the blood 
of animals, the ſap of trees, and the juices of all 


0 to circulate, and cauſes them to 1 he. be / 


By 


a+ 
4. 2 
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By its quick motions it conveys ſounds to the 
ears, and by its tranſparency lets in the light of 
the Sun to the eyes. It is ſuch that it proves the 
repoſitory of groſs exhalations, which cauſe thun- 
der and lightning, ſo uſeful to deſtroy the vermin 
that would deſtroy the productions of the earth. 
It proves the repoſitory of the waters drawn out 
of the ſea, which, being made freſn and kept in 
the clouds, and driven by the force of the winde 
from country into country, drop ay in 
gentle ſhowers, wherever it is wanted. | 
Now, who has formed the Air, and dennen The contriver of 
it ſo wonderfully? Who has? but an infinite er I 
wiſe Being, the eternal GoD whom we adore. | © mot wiſe Gov. 
Ir we reflect upon the Water, we may obſerve, The wiſdom of 
N chat this liquid and tranſparent body is well fitted Go» —_— | 
ine for the uſe of men; and find that, though it is a 9 element, 
nd thin and fluid element, yet it proves ſo ſtrong, be Water. 
hat ¶ that burdens of a vaſt weight are carried and waft- 
e a ed over it from place to place, let them be at 
ing [never ſo great a diſtance. We ſhall find that the ri- 
N vers after they have run, not in ſtraight but in wind- 
Ning ſtreams, and thereby refreſhed and enriched 
N vaſt tracts of land, roll and diſcharge into the 
ſeas; whilſt their fountain-heads are ſupplied with 
Uher water, by ſecret channels in which it be- 
comes freſn. Theſe rivers and ſeas are ſtored 


with a vaſt many ſorts of living creatures, of all 
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re- ſizes, very uſeful to men. Now who made and 
is preſerves them all? who keeps ſo exactly the 


6 7 40 diſtinctions there are among them, and di- 
s them to their proper ends? It is undoubt- 
cdly an infinitely powerful, wiſe, and good BEING. 

Wo regulates the tide that ſerves ſo E 
{Purpoſes ?/ who ſaid to the ſeas, Hitherto ſhalt — Job 1 
ome, hut no fartber; and here ſhall thy proud waves 
we ftaid, — ſay 8 Job and Jeremiab ?*. ho bath placed Jars v. 22. 

Be. RM for the' bound of 'the"ſea by a: perpetual de-. 

erte, 


—— - 
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The wonderful 


harmony and ad- 
mirable corre- 
ſpondence be- 
tween the works 


of the creation, 


reſſected upon. 


tants. The Air dilates their — and their 


ſeas afford vapours that riſe, in the Air, and are 
turned there commonly into gentle ſhowers, that 


8 it oo: paſs; Pars though 4 Waves 
po toſs themſelves, yet they caunot prevail; 5 cho 
they roar, yet can they not paſs over it? 

HERE the wonderful harmony and the admi- 
rable correſpondence between the works of. the 
creation, mult be reflected upon. The Sun ſpreads 

its light all over the —— of the Air; and 
the Air tranſmits it to our eyes: the Sun through | 
it duly warms and vivifies the ſurface of the earth, 
and thereby greatly contributes to its fertility, 
and that fertility to the well-being of its inhabi- 


2 8 FSF Sr 


8 


lungs ſerve for reſpiration, for the circulation of 
the blood, and the formation of the voice. The 


refreſh the plants, and dilute their proper nouriſh- 
ment, Theſe plants propagate themſelves, and 

produce the proper food for living creatures. int 
T heſe living creatures multiply their ſeveral kinds] att 


and ſerve men; which powerfully engage men to tri 


ſerve Gov. Who is the attentive man that does I the 
not perceive in that harmony and correſpandence, 


the wonderful greatneſs of the Lord's e E 
wiſdom, and bounty? all 
The greatneſs of I MUST ſhew that amazing greatneſs, even in ſue 


the Lord appears the leaſt and moſt imperceptible of his works. In 


cven in theſmall- 


eſt inſect. 


the ſmalleſt inſect known, to us, we find matter tha 


enough to exerciſe, and confound our faculty offff ane 


thinking and reaſoning, which we ſo much boaſt pra 
of, and we diſcover. many wonders. We find, 
by magnifying glafles, all the parts of that iff- I aue 
perceptible inſect's body, 8 with our cor 


naked eyes, we find them diſtinct from one ano- . 
ther; all its limbs perfectly well organized witi me 


* 3 ſeveral ſenſes: all which muſt have their obſ 


muſcles, nerves, veins, arteries, vital parts, and the 
in ade, anima ee * have their peculiar aof 
43 PTY 


roper os 


| the woderful Greatmeſs of the Lord, e. 25 : 


erties, and are diſtinct from one another. 

Jow many millions of living creatures are there, 
ſo little, that they eſcape our ſight and feeling? 
and yet they have their proper organs, food, and 
habitations. Now, all theſe, with what belongs 
to them, are the works of Gor, as well as the 
heavens and the earth, and require incſfable power 
and wiſdom. in their formation. 
Bur after having looked upwards and down- 


wards round- about us, let us now dyell à little 


more upon ourſelves. 
mes SECTION IX. 


IRST, upon our body. Its texture and Regalen upon 
frame, the fitneſs and uſefulneſs of its a 

their ſeveral intentions or ends are full of won- 

ders; ſo is in particular the vital principle infuſed 

into them. Now, who but an infinite wiſdom 

attended with an omnipotent power, could con- 

trive in our body ſo many paſſages, through which 

the proper nouriſhment is conveyed to its various 

parts? and who elſe could fit ſo many joints, and 

lay ſo many muſcles and ſinews for ſtrength, and 

all ſorts of motions ? we have been formed with 

ſuch a comely diſtinction, and variety of powers; 

and are preſerved with ſuch a care and providence, 

that the conſideration thereof ſtrikes a thinking 

and intelligent man with aſtoniſhment. I will Pl, ei. 14 
praiſe thee, O Lord, ſays David, for I am fearfully 

id wonderfully made. Marvellous are thy works, 

and that my. ſoul knoweth right well. Let us now 

conſider b.. a due attention, | 
 SeconDLy, the far better part of ne I RefleQtions vpon 
mean our mind. What are the wonders we have 

obſerved hitherto in the creation, compared to 

the wonders that are conſpicuous in the faculties 


oo rae of qurs? T herein the 3 
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che Lord? our Creator appears moſt gloriouſty. 
The very union of our mind with our body, by 
whieh they beth act upon each other, and ſym- 
pathize, and are a affected by their mutual plea- 
ſures and pains, deſerves our greateſt admiration, 
Its faculties of perceiving, remembring, and un- 
derſtanding, of reflecting, reaſoning, judging, and 
determining, are wonderful; ſo is its power of 
raiſing in a moment its thoughts from this lower 
world, to the higheſt heaven. But the nobleſt 
and moſt advantageous of its faculties are thoſe, 
whereby it gets the knowledge of its Maker and 


Preſerver, obeys his laws, and imitates his per- 
fections; whereby it loves and adores, ſerves and 


praiſes him; and ſo obtains his favour, and be- 
comes partaker of his | pats yy and eter. 
nal glory. 

Our mind, that wonderful: being off Gov's 


= making, intirely different from matter, is ſeated 
in the original point of motion and of ſenſation. 


There it receives, like a great ruler, without mov. 


ing from the center of its alloted government, 
informations from within, and intelligences from 
abroad; and by theſe informations and intelli- 
gences, it is inſtructed 1 in every thing it is to do and 


to prevent: and accordingly it informs and di- 


rects the whole man, and ſends forth its orders, 
which are executed in due time, ſometimes well, 


ſometimes ill; as its re are . or un- 
duly diſpoſed. 
. Tx vs does the mind, by the ajjpolnqnent of 


God's free- will and almirable wiſdom, rule and 
manage, by the means of its thoughts and: influ- 


ence, the organs and limbs of its body; though 
both as different from one another, as two crea - 


tures can poſſibly be. The ſenſes bring informa- 


tions and intelligences to the mind, and the mind 
 paling! its — thereupon, gives its orders, 
ſome 


the — ee. — the Lord c. 


ty: ſome of which are immediately executed and 
by others delayed. O. wonderful aſſociation and: a- 
m- I greement! The mind, being acquainted: by the 
lea- ſenſe of feeling, with what paſſes inwardly, takes 
on. the propereſt meaſures it ean about it, and by. 
un- this and the other ſenſes being aequainted wich 
and N what paſſes; outwardly, judges ſooner or later of, 
- of the different relations and properties, that conti-;. 
wer Inually arife or flow from the things we are ſur- 
leſt rounded with, of their colour, ſhape, ſize, diſ- 
ofe, Itance, and ſound. It rejoices in the beauties 
which we ſee flowing from the works of Gop,, 
and in the bleſſings we enjoy by their means. 
Now when the mind is endued with a benevolent; = 
noble, and generous temper, its own happineſs . 8 
ter- Nincreaſes by the happineſs of others, Aren 

. when it contributes towards it. ; 
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. Ir then the things we are familiar with, cn i the things we 
ated wonder in us when we duly reflect upon them, cute wonder in 
tion. though our knowledge of them is very ſuperfi- ., 2 
nov- Neial, though we know but few of their proper - Knowing them 
ent, Ities, qualities, and powers, how great would our dub how great 
from Nurprize be, were the curtains drawn did we ſee. yrize be, dd we 
telli- not only the outſide of things, but alſo their in- ** their real | 


conſtituti 
fide, their real conſtitution ] did we ſee them as 1 


hey truly are] we often cannot but be aſhamed, 
rhen we find we are not able to account for ob- 

jets we are familiar with, for objects which are 

daily obvious to our ſenſes; not conſidering that 

very work of Go, even the leaſt conſiderable 

gf In, our opinion, requiring an. almighty power, 
and End an unſpeakable wiſdom, is in ſome reſpects ass 
influ- ncomprehenſiple to us, as thoſe we 2 moſt: 
nd indeed, who can find out the ſprings, the | | 
ſſences;and- the rule of any of the Lord's works, 
et them be never fo familiar to us? Were then „ 
e Por eee nen _ deen 98 plain- | 
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On conſpicuouſly would the — of the 
Lord's power, wiſdom, and goodneſs appear, even 
in the ſmalleſt things. But in that caſe, both 
our outward and inward organs would prove too 
weak; and in all probability our very minds, in 
the corrupt condition they are now in, would be 
dazled. In that cafe it would be requilite, that 
our inward and our outward ſenſes, as well as our 
minds ſhould be altered, and made ſuch as would 
not be fit for this our preſent oe regen and 
probation. + 
The affitance of © THOUGH our reaſon at preſent i is by no. means 
ee Þ o, able to dive into the bottom of things, and to 
* ſervice to find out their principles and fitneſſes, their nature 
and ſprings; yet, its help is of very great uſe and 
ſervice to us; for through its dimneſs we per- 
_ a wonderful and inimitable wiſdom, power, 
eſs, ſpread all over the Lord's works; 
E reaſon aſcribes to God, who, being pre- 
. ſent every where, is the ſole contriver and direc- 
tor of all things; and thereby reaſon engages u 
to adore and glorify, -to depend upon and ſerye 
| that great Lord, as the only ly ſource of a 
as the author of all perfect gifts. 
How for reaon Rx sox, if we will but duly e it, vil 
 ferviceable to us. make us ſenſible enough of the fitneſſes and pro on 
prieties of things, to convince us, that there eve 
was, and ever will be a ſupreme wiſdom, _ a 
mighty power, and an ineffable goodneſs to ire - 
all DG their proper ends. Thus much v cli 
may pretend to know, but did we pretend, i 
come to the thorough knowledge of all the ene 
God propoſes in his directions, did we pretend t 
25 what is fitting now, and will be fitting} 
hereafter, would be an unpardonable preſumpf thi 
tion. Though our reaſon may apprehend ſomſ ti 
fitneſſes and proprieties in the relations whicY 
things and „ both natural and 25 5 
3 
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| the wonder ful Greatheſs of the Lord, &c. 

the have to one another ; yet as it cangbt compre- 
ven | hend them all, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, and 
doth it muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, that there is a 
too farther deſign, a more hidden fitneſs, a greater 
„ in excellency and beauty in things than ve can peſ- 
d be fily perceive. As there is a fitneſs of things that 
that relate to this preſent life, which fitneſs we can 
$ our apprehend; ſo is there undoubtedly a fitneſs -of 
ould things that reſpects alſo the future life, which 
and il we cannot apprehend; and yet in reality that 
I fitneſs tends ee to future JOE INE 
neans e *. wiſe. 


SECTION X 


＋ \HIS may be proved. 5 4 cithir 

chere is a preſent abſolute fitneſs in things, 
Hl or or there will be i _ — future abſolute fitneſs. 
This the in m requires undeniably. 
Now, if there were an 3 fitneſs in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things, then there could be no change 
in any thing, ſince what is abſolutely beſt can ne- 
ver be altered for the better; and yet things here 
do evidently change: they muſt therefore have 
only a preſent fitneſs, that tends to ſome future 


which this fitneſs relates. 
FROM what has been ſaid, we may then con- 
clude, that there is a preſent fitneſs in the preſent 
ſre-of things ſufficiently obvious to demonſtrate, 
t there is an over-ruling wiſdom, that does 
now and will ever direct all things for the beſt of 
in} the whole; and that fince in this preſent ſtate 
things do change, they are in a ſtate of imperfec- 
8 and therefore . muſt be another ſtate, 
ic 0 o which 821 eee e are 8 1 25 in- 
nite 


abſolute and e e ee or r ew to co 
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. ; finite wiſe Providence, in order to e g them 


' obſerve what frequently paſſes in this preſent ſtate; 
changes ; and yet by the bare light of our reaſon, 


and a future one, that are as different the one 


This is an inſtance thereof. We know there are 
ſeveral living creatures that work their own ſe- 


that apparent ſtate of death, and put on a ſtate 


could have entered into the mind Fof a wiſe man 


an emblem of the wonderful change that will hap- 


how the change is made; why ſhould we doubt 


have been ſeveral inſtances, and which has been 


not ſolve; as if we would meaſure the e 
able greatneſs of Gop's power arid wiſdom by 
our ſhort-ſighted and very limited: faculties ? Is 
not ante a 8 ridiculous and 9 Py 
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to a final and unchangeable perfection. 
Tuis we might be ſenſible of, if we would 155 


for we ſhould find there happen many wonderful 


we cannot ſos” how theſe changes are made, and 
what relation there is between this preſent ſtate: 


from the other, as difference can make them. 


pulchres, and that after they have continued there 
in for a certain time, in an apparent ſtate of 
death, and laid aſide their former organs and 
limbs, do afterwards break through the gates of 


and form of greater beauty and perfection than 


to conceive. Now the wonderful change of theſe 
living creatures is, as I have already intimated it, 


pen to our bodies at the 'ReſurreCtion. 
Ir the one be a matter of fact, which we cannot 
deny, though we are not able to comprehend, 


of the Reſurrection of the body, of which there 


poſitively promiſed. by the Almighty, and affert- 
ed again, and again by the Spirit of truth; only 
becauſe there are difficulties in it, which we 
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To conclude this diſcourſe, I ſhall only make 
Ftheſe two ſhort obſervations, after I have Joined 
and faid, with David, Thine, O Lord, ir the great- 1 Chron. Kir. 
rful neſs,” and the power, and the glory, and the vidtory, * 12, 13. i 
. is in the even and on. 
% earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord., 
tate Nd 7294 art exalted as bead above all. Both riches 
ud Honour come of thee, and thou reigneft over all, 
and in thine hand is power and might,. and in thine 
band it is to make great and to give frrength unto all. 
bank thee, and praiſe 


| therefor e, our God, we t 
thy glorious nam. 


4 4 . 


My firſt obſervation is, That the time is a 
oming, when inattentive, ſtupid, and regardleſs - 
en, Who have eyes, and ſo ſhut them that they 
ee not; and ears, and will not hear; underſtand- 7 
ng, and care not to underſtand the things that 
ppertain to their preſent and eternal welfare, be- 
auſe they oppoſe. their vile inclinations; who 
ke little or no notice of Gop's power, wiſdom, 
nd goodneſs, but chiefly mind what gratifies 
eir appetites, and abuſe the great variety of 
e good things which they enjoy: alas! the time 
a coming, when they ſhall be no longer the 
ander care of the divine gracious Providence, of 


—— 
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hich they are ſo unworthy. 


My ſecond obſervation. is, That ſince there is 
oſt certainly an omnipotent, infinitely. wiſe, and 
Nai good Br Ine, who. has made us, who 


rovides all, thin 


— * 


oth temporal an | ſpiritual, it is undoubtedl your. 


diſpenlable, dury to admire, praiſe, and adore 
is ( cc to fear, love, and obey that moſt 
P ring and glorious Lond; to give him our hear- 
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